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Beginning
Kintsugi
Urushi - The Japanese lacquer-

Milky liquid "Urushi" is released as a vital
reaction when the lacquer tree
(Toxicodendron vernicifluum) is scratched.
One three produces only around 5g. The
urushi craftsman gathers urushi one by
one while repeating the daunting task.
Even with the rapid development of
science and technology, the method has
continued to stay the same throughout the
centuries.

Urushi has attracted great attention as an
environmentally friendly natural material
that does not contain any harmful
substances such as organic solvent. The
moistness and warmth of the depth of
urushi coating formed of polymers gives
the unique elegant expression and
beautiful texture.

Cautions on using urushi

Lacquer treei is a beautiful creation of
nature, however, Urushi rarely may cause
skin allergy on humans. Although the
symptoms may differ depending on the
person, as a safety measure please be
sure to wear rubber gloves when working
with the product. In fact, we advise to wear
gloves even when not in direct contact with
the lacquer. The amount of urushi used in
Kintsugi is very small, but please be careful
as symptoms may appear when you're
prone to skin allergies.

In case of allergy symptoms occur, put on
rapeseed oil or olive oil, wipe off only the
attached part firmly, and then wash away
the oil with soap. Urushi does not harden
when it is mixed with oil.

Caution
After application of kintsugi wipe off the

urushi tools with a cloth with a gum
turpentine oil.
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Caution

Dispose used urushi, tubes, containers,
etc. in accordance with the law. Seek
medical attention immediately if swallowed
or if it gets in your eyes. Keep it out of the
reach of children. The producent does not
take any responsibility for any allergy or
medical complications due to using the
product not as intended.

The process of drying

In order for urushi to dry, it needs to take in
oxygen from the air. The most important
factor is the temperature and humidity at
which oxygen is most easily introduced.
Ideally, use at a temperature of 20 ° C and
a humidity of 70% as a guide. The higher
the humidity, the faster, and the lower the
humidity, the slower. Please bear in mind
that urushi does not dry under 60%.

In addition, please prepare a big box with a
lid in which a piece of Kintsugi work can be
easily inserted to dry the urushi.

The drying time of urushi

The degree of dryness of urushi in gold
powdering does not work well if iti is
applied too early or too late. As a rule of
thumb, 30 minutes in summer, 1 hour in
winter is a standard, but timing may vary
due to efficiency of craftsman applying it.
Kintsugi is an artistic process so do not try
to rush completing it. The strength of

Urushi comes out by drying over time.

Process

1. Preparation.

Wash the container dirt and oil with a mild
detergent and then dry it.

2a. Crack bonding (page 6)

2b. Broken part Repair (page 8)

3. Gold powdering (page 10)

4. Compacting (page 11) (only for flat
polishing set)

5. Gold polishing page 11 (only for flat
polishing set)

Materials and tools
This set is as easy to use for beginners,
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with as little processes as possible.

1. Raw laquer (Ki-urushi)
It is used to paint on the surface to be

joined, and to make Mugi-urushi,
sabi-urushi (putty), and powder
compaction.

2. Kneaded bengara urushi
After painting the bengara urushi on the
joined part, you remove a gold powder.
3. Foundation powder (Tonoko)
Mix with urushi when making sabi-urushi
(putty).
4. Small plate

Use when mixing.
5. Rubber gloves

Be sure to wear rubber gloves before
starting work.
6. Spatula (Hera)

It is used when mixing and bonding parts.
7. Cotton swab

It is used when wiping off rusted parts or
exposed parts.
8. Thin tip brush (Mensou fude)
It is used when painting Kneaded bengara
urushi.
9. Thick tip brush (Ahirai ke-bo)
It is used when you pay ground gold
powder.
10. Pure gold powder
11. Substitute gold - It is used for practice.
12. Water resistant abrasive paper.
13. Gum turpentine oil ¢ International sets
do not contain it because it can not be
exported outside of Japan.
14. Cotton
Use it to grind gold powder.
X For flat polishing set
15. Narutaki Stone Powder(foundation
powder)
16. Pure gold leaf powder

X What to prepare
Flour

Cloth

Salad ol

Cutter

Cardboard box

Towel

Disposable chopsticks
etc
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2a Bonding of cracks (Mugi-urushi)
Materials and tools used 1,4,5,6,7

2a-1 Knead flour

Take care not to pour too much water and
knead it so that it can be rolled with fingers
with earlobe firmness.

2a -2- Mix with kiurushi and knead

X Take care when opening the lid of
kiurushi, best to open it slowly with rubber
gloves.

Bring out the paste tenacity while kneading
and rubbing with a spatula until the
unevenness of the paste and until the
consistency of kiurushi is almost gone.

If the stretch is not enough, add kiurushi
and knead it till it stretches enough.

2a-3 Paint on the damaged cross section
Take a little bit of mugi-urushi with a
spatula and paint it on the cross section,
paint it as thin as possible so that the seam
does not shift.

Leave for about 30 minutes to achieve
curing of mugi-urushi and then mix
everything together.

Make sure to carefully check the remaining
adhesive, as there will be gaps if the
coating remains.

2a-4 Remove extra coating with a cotton
swab

Use a cotton swab to remove excess of
mugi-urushi.

2a-5 Fasten with tape or rubber so as not
to separate.

2a-6 Put in a covered box and let it dry.
Lay a damp towel to keep the humidity, fix
it on chopsticks so that it does not touch
the container, seal it and dry it.

(It should be for about 2 weeks. The longer
you let it dry, the more it will adhere).

2b Broken part repair
Materials used 1.3.4.5.6.12

(Sabi lacquer)

2b-1 Knead the tonoko powder with water
Mix tonoko powder and water 2 to 1.
Reduce the amount of water and knead it
to a slightly firmer hardness.
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2b-2 Add kiurushi and little by little and
knead.

About 80% of kiurushi should be mixed
with the kneaded tonoko powder.

Continue until the glow of urushi comes out
when stretched with a spatula. Then apply
it fast.

% Indication 1 g of tonoko powder + 0.8 g
of kiurushi.

2b-3 Apply sabi-urushi to the missing part
and mold.

Put sabi-urushi on the missing part with a
spatula, hold it with your fingertips, and
shape it to connect with the shape of the
bowl.

2b-4 Adjust the unevenness
Once dry, adjust the surface with a cutter
and trim with water resistant paper.

2b-6 (2b-5) Put in a covered box and let it
dry.

Lay a damp towel in order to keep
humidity, fix with a pair of scissors or
chopsticks so as not to touch the container
directly, seal and dry.

3 Kin-maki (Gold powdering)

X% If there is dirt such as urushi, please
wipe off with a cloth with a gum turpentine
oil.

3-1 Paint Nari-bengara urushi on the area
to achieve gold powdering.

We suggest to paint Neri-bengara urushi
on the ground (inner side and outer side)
with a thin tip brush. Dry to the adhesive
strength of the packaging tape.

(Just before drying)

Suggestions for pre-drying process:
Summer: about 30 minutes

Winter: about 1 hour

% Be careful because it will cause uneven
drying and shrinkage when painted thick.
3 It is also a good idea to paint twice to
make it thicker.

3-2 Sprinkle pure gold powder just before
the surface dries up.

¥ Pure gold powder is expensive, hence
first use a substitute gold powder for
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practice which is included in the set.

Apply pure gold powder with a thick tip
brush or cotton just before drying. If the
area dries, the gold powder won't get
attached.

If you want to make it stronger to keep the
gold powder from peeling off. Go to step 4.
% However, this method will cause the
kintsugi lines little darker.

4. Compacting (Glossy set only) Materials
and tools used 1,4,5,8,13

Compacting (fix gold powder firmly)

After powdering, dry for 2 to 3 days and
compact.

Mix the same amount of kiurushi and a
gum turpentine oil, paint it on a
gold-powdering, soak it with a thin tip
brush. Hold with a tissue, remove urushi
and let it dry for a few days.

¥ Repeat 2-3 times.

5. Gold polishing (Glossy set
Materials and tools used 4, 15.

only)

Gold polishing (drop urushi on gold powder
to make it glossy)

Mix a salad oil (or olive oil) and Narutaki
tonoko powder until it becomes creamy
and put it on a cloth and polish until it has a
metallic gloss.

Done!  Your
Congratulations.

kintsugi is complete.



